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¥^ano|ee t^ao Sindhia* 

PREFACE. 

In wilting this short “ l.ife ” of Ranojee Rao 
Slndhis, the founder of the Gwalior Raj, I have 
made U3e partly of the Mss. copy of the History 
of Gwador which 1 wrote between 1892 and 
1897 and of which I have made a mention in 
my “ I.ife of Rao Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao. 

(1) My readers would probably be delighted to hear 
that the “ History of G walior ” might see the light of 
day after a year or two. Ou the 11th of June, 1917, 
Rao Rajah llaghunathrao Diukar, o. i c , kindly intro¬ 
duced lie to His Highness Maharajah Madhav Rao Sahib 
Sindhis, o. o. s. i., o. v. rj. o, ll. n. and brought my 
desire to write the “ Life ” of His Highness’ illustriouB 
father i H. H. the late Maharajah Jayaji Rao Sindbia, 
G, 0. 8 .1., Q. 0. B., a 1. E., Counsellor of H. M. the Queen 
Empress) to His Highness’ gracious attention. Hie 
Highness the Maharajah Sindhia was pleased to approve 
of my intention to publish tlie " Life of the late Maha¬ 
rajah tfayaji Rao Sindhia. ” 1 rejoice to think that as 



(U) 

My object is to present a biography of a great, 
good, and brave personage like the hero of 
this narative, based on the Maratha authorities 
and representing, as fat as possible, a faithful 
picture of the soldier who had the good luck 
to lay the foundations of a great kingdom 
under the auspices of the heroic Peshwa Baji 
Rao 1. This work purports to be one of a 
series of “ Short I,ives of great Marathas ” 
who lent their aid in the building up of the 
Maratha Empire,i 

this subject has received the generous support of Rao 
Bajah Raghunath Rao Dinkar, o. i. e,, and Colonel 
Pandit Kailas Narayan Haksar, b. i., o. i, e., my work 
may surely meet with every facility which an author is 
entitled to. Mr, A. F. Filose, Bar-at-law, has also taken 
keen interest in the “ Life of the late Maharajah Jayaji 
Rao Sindhia. ” 

(1) There are some European scholars who have 
ventured to say that “ the Maratha Empire is a mis¬ 
nomer. ” I have tried to give a befitting reply to these 
scholars in my publication “ The Marathas and the 
Moghals. ” Is the worth of an Empire to be judged 
solely by the length of its existence ? 



The Htandpoiut adopted by writers like Mr.' 
H. G; Keene has in it a perceptible bias, in¬ 
tolerable In a writer on historical subject, which 
voluntarily or involuntarily leads them to 
belittle the importance and influence of the 
Maratba Empire generally and especially of the 
Peshwits of whom none figures in the “ Rulers 
of India ” series.^ 

(1) Is the picture of Mahadji Bindhia, as presented by 
Mr. H. (}. Keene, a correct view of that able and eminent 
Maiatha Soldier and Statesman ? This subject deserves 
to be dealt with in detail and wo may discuss it fully at 
some future date. In my publication “ The Marathas and 
the Moi^bals, ” I have shown how scholars like Mr. H. G. 
Keene and Mr. De La Fosse pass wrong judgments on 
important points in the History ol the Marathas. Vide 
J. F. Siwanjame’s “History of the Sindhia Family” and 
“The Marathas and the Moghala. ” F. liL', We have the 
strongest reasons to say that Mahadji Sindhia was a 
thoroughly patriotic Maratha, full of religious zeal, quite 
faithful to the Peshwa and above all, deeply interested 
in the cause of Maharashtra. 



Is it consistent with historical justice that 
Shivaji and Baji Rao 1 and Madhav Rao 1 
should be conspicuous by their absence in that 
“ series,” while Sir Hugh Rose and others have 
found a place therein ? With all its short¬ 
comings, Grant Duff’s ‘ History of the Mara- 
thas ’ is more admirable than the recent works 
of some European writers and on the whole a 
spirit of justice and fairness characterises his 
great work more than the recent works from 
the pen of authors like Mr. H. G. Keene and 
ethers. Is Mr. Keene right in his attempt to 
give the main portion of the credit of the 
” Hindu re-conquest of India ” in the 18th 
century to Mahadji Sindhia ? The writer of 
these pages has certanly, at least, as much 
admiration for Mahadji Sindhia as Mr. Keene 
has, but historical justice requires that a great 
deal of the credit of “The Hindu re-conqust of 
India ” should be given to the Peshwa Madhao 
Rao 1 and his able Sirdars and Ministers as 
rightly pointed out by the Maratha Bakhars 



(V) 


and the Maiatha writers. The object of the 
present “series” is to do historical justice to the 
Heroes of the Maratha Kmpi re which fell when 
the Majatha spirit of Shivaji and Baji Rao 1 be¬ 
came extinct in Maharashtra. The present writer 
hopes t(i present to the public, at no distant 
date, a short ‘ Hife of Madliao Rao 11 who re¬ 
established the Maratha prestige after the dis* 
aster at Panipat in 1761 A. D. The difficulties 

(1) Thin Peehwa stands very high in the estimation of 
the Maharashtra people and has a hnn hold on their 
allection as a perusal of the historical drama entitled 
“ Thorle Msdhav Ilao ” from the able pen of the late 
Rao Bahadur Vinayak Rao .ianardarn Kirtano would 
certainly thow. Vide also “ The Marathas and the 
Moghals.in this connection jiages 132-133. Grant 
[)ali also las spoken of this Peshwa in the liighest 
t;erms. Recent historical researches have shown the 
extent of Ids exertions in the cause of the Maratha 
Empire and the success which attended them. ^^Mahadji 
S'indhia was, in fact, the arm-power and Madhav Rao 
I eshwa and Nana Phadnavis the brain-power of the 
Maratha E mpire during their respective careers.; 



of a writer are obvious when he has to face a 
heavy court work. But by the grace of the 
Almighty I have succeeded in publishing four 
treatises on different subjects under the auspices 
of my generous master, H. H. The Maharajah 
Holkar, the enlightened Ruler of Indore. His 
Highness’ talented Ministers, Rai Bahadur S. 
M. Bapna, b.a., B. Sc. and Rao Bahadur 

Sirdar M. V. Kibe, M. A, have always given me 
cordial help and sincere encouragement. Major 
C, E. Luatd, M. A., I. A., whose literary career 
is well known, has invariably taken much 
interest in my literary pursuits. I must grate¬ 
fully acknowledge the aid given by Seth 
Ratansey Dbaramsey Morarji Gokuldas of 

Mahadji Sindhia successfully carried out in Hindustan 
the instructions which were sent by the Peshwa’s Durbar 
from Poona, Under the circumstances the observations 
of Mr. Keene cannot stand. Sympathetic writers like 
Mr. H. A, Acworth and Mr. 0. A. Kincaid, o. v- o., 
I. 0 . s., do more service to Indian History than those 
writers who publish their works and opinions on 
historial subjects with an evident prejudice. 




( vii ) 


Bombay and Mr. Madbav Rao Vishnu Marathe, 
of the Bombay High Court. My nephew, Mr. 
Ananii Rao Ganesh Burway has given me very 
useful information on various points. I thank 
them all for all the troubles they have taken 
and tile help they have extended to me directly 
or indirectly. Sirdar Narayan Rao Bolia has 
also given me good help. 

As I owe my philosophical and historical 
studies to the kind care and zeal of my revered 
father the Rate Rao Bahadur Wamanrao Tatya 
BurwayJ it is natural that I should respect his 
pious wishes with regard to the dedication of 
this v/ork. Accordingly 1 feel delighted in 
dedicating this short “ Rife ” to his master, 
His Highness the late Maharajah Jayajl Rao 
Sindhia, whose benign rule extending over forty- 
three years is so well-known and is so gratefully 
remeiiberd by all in the Gwalior Dominions. 

In conclusion, I heartily offer my grateful 
obeisance to the Almighty Shree Rama and 
pray singuinely that through His grace Indian 
Histoiy and the biographies of illustrious Indian 
heroes may receive specially favourable atten^ 
tion fiom the Indian Friiices, whose ancestors 



(viii) 


have done so much in the past as to entitle 
their deeds of wisdom and valour to be carefully 
studied! by Young India. 

Indore City, 1 

V M. W. BURWAY. 

31st July 1917. ) 

(1) In these days of enlightenment and culture one 
should he sorry to find that occasionally members of 
one caste should be disposed to depreciate the worth of a 
national hero simply because he belongs to a different 
caste. This spirit, however, now seems to be waning. 
It is a happy sign to see that Shivaji and Baji Rao 
receive their due meed of credit from the Rajput and 
other communities. While this Preface was being 
written, I was visiting Gwalior, Bharatpore and Jaipur 
and was glad to hod that in Rajputnna several Rajputs 
studied Maratha History and took much interest in it. 
Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra Sen & 'l.'hakore Rupsing 
of Jaipur supplied me with some very useful historical 
information. I cherish strong hopes that the correspon¬ 
dence between Baji Rao I and Maharajah Jeysing 
( 1700-1740 ) may see the light of day. Captain Grant 
Duff was infomied of this correspondeuca. Baji Rao 1. 
and Jeysing of Jeypore were intimate friends and the 
correspondence was carried on through Venkaji Ram, 
the Peshwa’s Agent who resided at Jeypore. 



RANOJEE RAO SINDHIA. 


Riinoiee Rao Slndhia, the founder of the 
Gwa ior Dominions, was at first in the service 
of the Peshwa Balajee Vishwanath, who Is 
justly regarded as “ the second founder of the 
Mahratha Empire. ” The closing years of 
this Peshwa’s successful career were fraught 
with important results tending to strengthen the 
Mahratha cause and ultimately lay the founda¬ 
tion of that vigorous policy which knew no 
defeiit or reverse as long as the Mahratha con¬ 
federacy existed, Ranojee Rao seems to 
be ill an obscure position in this Peshwa’s 
regi ne which was directed more towards the 
attainment of territorial aims by diplomatic skill 
rather than by an open appeal to arms. This 
regi ue therefore was uot calculated to foster 
the military spirit of Ranojee, v/ho, as we shall 
see later on was the observed of all observers 
during the gloriously successful expeditious of 
the great Baji Rao Peshwa from 1720 to 1740. 



2 


RANOJME KAO SINDHIA. 


Little that is thoroughly trustworthy is known 
of the earlier years of Ranojee Rao, whose 
family was reduced to stralgned circumstances 
during the internecine dissensions which raged 
for a long time between Satara and Kolhapur. 
He was descended from a younger branch of 
the Sindhia family of Kunneir Khed, a 
village about 15 miles to the east of the renown¬ 
ed city of Satara. It Is said that during the 
rise and continuance of the power of the 
Brahmini Dynasty, several members of the 
Sindia family of Kuiuieir Khed have played an 
important part in the state affairs. But the 
subsequent decline of the influence of this 
family seems to have placed the tiindias of 
Kunneir Khed in such a position as not to 
attract the attention of the world at large. Con¬ 
sequently it has been more or less difiicult to 
enter into details regarding the early history of 
this famous tamily. What is known with a 
vestige of truth is that the members of this 
family were, in olden times, very hrghly disting¬ 
uished Sbilledars. It is only the later career of 
Ranoiee Rao which the Bakhais deal with 
somewhat scantily yet sufficiently to enable the 
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histotlan to form an approximate estimate of 
his life and work. Though these circumstances 
tend to baffle an enquiry into this direction» 
the reader will be rejoiced to find that there 
exists, at least, a tolerably reliable account of 
Ranojee’s part in the famous invasions of the 
great Baji Rao. 

Balaji Vishwanath died in 1720 at Saswad,’ 
■where he had gone for taking a short rest after 
his extraordinary exertions in laying out the 
lines of a sound administration in the Satara 
Raj. This is not the place for making an 
attempt at a detailed discussion as to bow balaji 
Vishwanath's wise precautions had paved the 
way for the development cf the Mahratta power. 
The reader will be able to form an estimate of 
this great Peshwa’s memorable work by referr* 
ing to the pages of Grant Duff or Elphinstoile,. 
the latter of whom ungrudgingly says that 
“Shahoo would never have recovered hia 
superiority but for the abilities of Balaji Vishwa¬ 
nath. ” The illustrious scholar of Maharastra^ 
the late Mr. Justice Ranade, has dwelt on this 
subject exhaustively.^ On the authority of 

(1) Vide “Rise of the Maratha Power” by th«s 
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Hande, u, a,l. u b. 
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RANOJBK BAO SINDHIA. 


Indian as well European Historians, Balaji has 
been considered as the second founder of the 
Mahratta power and It would be a gratifying 
duty to see how Baji Rao extended this power 
beyond the Narmada, and how in fact Baji Rao 
raised Sbivaji’s small state to the status of an 
-empire. Bajirao’s Eientenants Ranojee Rao, 
Mulhar Rao Holkar, the Powers of Dewas and 
others rose to eminance during this Peshwa’s 
invariably victorious career. 

With Baji Rao’s career Ranojee Sindhia’s 
name is indissolubly connected, in-as-much-as 
it was in this regime that Ranojee’s services 
attracted public attention and official recog¬ 
nition. Baji Rao was formally invested with the 
office of Peshwa about seven months after the 
death of the last Peshwa. His first thought, 
after his accession to the Peshwaship, was to 
carry the Mahratta flag beyond the Narmada. 
It was indeed a mighty undertaking, when the 
opposition to this gallant Peshwa’s plans is 
taken into consideration. The Niram was his 
open as well as subterranean foe; the Pratinidhi 
had girded up his loins to beset his path with 
every conceivable obstacle; the Raja Shahoo 
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was a prince who was not expected to have an 
independent or a sound judgment; the resources 
of the Mahratta State were such as to discourage 
even a stout heart, Inclined to lead an expedi¬ 
tion beyond the confines of Maharashtra. But 
Baji Rao surmounted all these difficulties by 
dint of his unequalled energy, his unfailing 
genius, and his indomitable courage. He 
exerted himself to the utmost in rousing the 
dormant energy of the Mahratta people and 
directing it to the extension of the Mahratta 
power to the rich provinces of Hindustan, 
where the decaying power of the Mogals afford¬ 
ed an enviable opportunity for establishing the 
Mahratta influence. It was, in fact, a glorious 
opportunity and it would have been a political 
blunder to allow it to pass away. Baji Rao’srivalsi 
however, tried to do their best in throwing 
obstacles in his path. Sripat Rao Pratinidhi 
was the foremost amongst the domestic oppo¬ 
nents of Baji Rao and being in a position tO' 
gain the Raja’s ear was often successful in 
hindering this Peshwa’s path.^ But the 

(1) It would be interesting to take a cursory 
view of the controversy set on foot by the publica* 
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Peshwa’s views at length were on the high road 

tions of recent works. In the times in which Shahn 
came, the Mahratta power had, more or less, become 
relax by being subjected to various trials. There 
was a dearth of capable men and Shahn, unlike 
flhivaji, was a person who possessed nothing of that 
personal influence or power to guide the destinies of 
a state during such trouble-some times or to cement 
the hearts of men opposed to one another. Theory 
is one thing and practice another. Those who 
venture to blame Baji Rao or the Peshwas for 
neglecting Shivaji’s Bajmandal, must bear in mind 
the undeniable fact that very few of the Bhahu’s 
courtiers were characterised or qualified by capacity 
or knowledge of the state of the political atmo> 
sphere of those days. It is a hard fact to state that 
none of Shau’s courtiers except Baji Rao had grasp¬ 
ed the real situation. Had Baji Rao not availed 
himself of the golden opportunity, the Mahratta 
power would have been confined to the patch of terri¬ 
tory which Bbahn possessed in Maharashtra. Take 
away Baji Rao from the court of Shaba and then 
there is no “ Mahratta Empire”, for bhahn’s small 
ctate could never be called an Empire, It rose to 
the position of an Empire by Baji Kao's exertions, 
his glorious victories in Hindustan, and the prestige 
of his ever victorious arms. Colonel Tweedie o. i. B, 
formerly Resident in Gwalior, told me that the real 
worth of Baji Rao would be fully known when the 
Feshwa’s entire Baftar is accessible to the historian. 
I have given the letter from Colonel Tweedie, a 
great admirer of Baji Rao, on another page in con¬ 
nection with this subject. 
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fco success, as the Raja Shahu was prevailed 
upon to see clearly through their ultimate 
results aud the sound reasons which prompted 

them.^ 

The Pratinidhi’s argument was that Shahu 
should, after arranging the domestic affairs, 
diiect his attention towards the Carnatic and 
other possessions of Shivaji and thereafter turn 
the Mahratta Banner towards Hindustan, Bajl 
Rao held views, diametrically opposed to 
them and their wisdom has been proved by 
the undeniable logic of future events and the 
valuable testimony of even foreign writers 
of Mahratta History, The soundness cf Bajl 
Riio’s excellent views has further been demon¬ 
strated by the glorious success which attended 
his invasions of Malwa in 1725. The laudable 
energy and confidence which the Peshwa evinc¬ 
ed: in fitting out that expedition which was 
frought with extremely important political and 


(1) Vide “ Marathas and Moguls” by the present 
author, pages. 69 to 71 
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tetrltotlal advantages and which opened, for the 
first time, the way for the subjugation of the 
whole of Hindustan deserve attention. It is 
impossible to do full justice to this very signi¬ 
ficant subject in this work but some mention of 
it is necessary, in as much as Ranojee Rao, the 
hero of this narrative, has taken a conspicuous 
part under bis august master the Peshwa in ail 
these invasions of Malwa.^ 

Before turning to describe the famous expedi¬ 
tions of Baji Rao into Malwa and Khandesh, 
we ought to take some notice of tbe memora¬ 
ble speech which this Peshwa delivered on the 
occasion of refuting tbe arguments of the 
Pratinidhi who had ventured to stigmatize Baji 
Kao’s plans to carry the 1 ahratta jiag beyond 


(1) Wo would present to our readoi s tJie views of 
Grant Duil and other European Historical writers 
on this important point; 

(a) “ Such Were probably the real opinions 
of Shripat Eao, hut the wisdom of Baji Kao was 
of a much higher order. Baji Rao painted the 
present condition of India, the weakness, indo¬ 
lence and imbecility of the Moguls, the activity, 
energy, and enterprise of the Mahrattas; he 
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the Narbada as “rash and imprudeut,” That 
the Pratinidhi was absolutely v>?rong in bolding 
these viewsj the out couie of ambition and love 
for power,^ is now as clear as day light, and no 

observed that if the >,'reat Shivaji had been o£ 
the same opinion as tlie Pratinidhi, he would 
have thought it ueceSHary, before venturing 
into the Carnatic, to reduce Bijajiur and 
Golconda. As to their domestic quarrels beyond 
the Krishna, it would bo time to ihirik of them 
hereafter. Grant Dull'. 

(h) “ Baji Kao was the lirst to show the path 
by which afterwards Maha'lji rose to supre¬ 
macy. ” Keene: Mr. Koeno quotes fully the 
memorable speech of Baji llao and then makes 
the above rouiarks. Klphinstono supporter this 
by an aggregate estimate of Hiiji i ao’s work in 
extending ilio Mahri.tui Einpne. It would be 
thus seen fl at Or;nd. Dnli, Idphinstono and 
Keene siq); nrt Baji Kao’s vdews by emphasising 
their wisdom and I ntiirc rcsulls. 

The “ Bakhai's ” point out how Baji Rao was 
more than a luuteh lor the Pratinidhi. 

(1) In some qniu'tors it is believed that tho cause 
(if difference between Baji Kao and tho Pratinidhi 
arose from tho diff orence of their caste. I do not 
oeliovo it. Love of power is so great that it has 
caused feuds liutv/ta-n fath(!r and son, botwe n real 
brothers. What do wo find in the case of Aurang- 
*eb and hia father Shah Jahan. Both the rivals wore 
strong and tried to secure power. 
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more arguments are now needed for exploding 
them. “ Now is our time ■’ said the gallant 
Peshwa, ” to drive the Moghals from the land 
of Hindus, and to acquire immortal renown. 
By directing our efforts to Hindustan, the 
Mahratta flag In your reign shall fly from the 
Kishna to the Attock. ” The commanding 
eloquence and earnestness of Baji Rao overcame 
the doubts of Shahu Kaja,^ who exclaimed with 
enthusiasm, “ you shall plant it on the 
Himalaya”; ” you are indeed a noble son of 

Did not Balaji Vishwaurth save Parsharam 
Trimbnk from danger ? It is impossible that the 
Pratinidhi would be so ungrateful as to forget this 
fact. I think Baji Rao and the Pratinidhi were above 
caste prejudices, 

(1) The artful schemes of Nizam-ul-mulk, which, 
but for the penetration and vigour of Baji Rao, 
would probably have unlinked the connecting chain 
by which Ballaji Vishwanath had joined the inter¬ 
ests as well as the iuclimations, of most of t he Hindu 
chieftains of the Deccan “ Grant Duff. The Nizam 
espoused the cause of Sumbhaji of Kolhapore at the 
cost of Shahu Raja, who “looked to Baji Rao for 
counsel and for vengeance; ” for these Shahu 
W'ould have battered his life, and for these he now 
virtually sold the supremacy of his Empire. “ 
Shahu Raja wished to march in person against his 
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a worthy father. ” Regarding the internal 
condition of the Mogul Empire the Peshwa 
made some very pertinent remarks. “ Let us 
strike ” said Baji Rao, at the trunk of the 
withering tree, the branches must fall of them¬ 
selves. ” From this it would be clearly evident 
that Baji Rao had thoroughly mastered the 

rival but this was thought to bn improper. “Pull 
pjwres were therefore delegated to Baji Kao, and 
the great influence which t)ie Peshwa had acquired, 
may be observed in the promptitude with which 
many of the most unruly and factious of the 
Silledar families willingly gathered round the 
standard of the nation, ” After being foiled in his 
attempts by the Peshwa Baji Kao, the Nizam wrote 
t ) the Kaja Shahu as well as to the Pratinidhi, who 
vras Baji Eao’s opponent. In this letter the Nizam 
tried again to foment caste hatred and to pose as the 
friend of the Mahrattas, hut to no purpose. Raja 
Shahu paid no hned to those delusive ciomonstra- 
tions of friendship. The Mahrattas under Baji 
Bao and the Nizam entered on a struggle at no 
distant date, and as the future events would show, 
Ihe cunnig attempts of Nizam-nl-mulk were nipp- 
<id in the bud by the foresight and vigour of Baji Rao. 

Vide “India through the Ages'’ by Flora Annie 
Hteele, who endorses our opinion by taking a 
very reasonable view of Baji Rao’s noble and 
patriotic plans. 
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course of events in the Mogul coiut and the 
cause of weakness which was eating into the 
heart of the Mogul Empire. Hence arose his 
confidence in, and his eagerness for, the 
glorious Upper India expeditions, of which we 
shall speak with details in the following pages. 

The Nizam-ul-mulk was the chief rival and 
antagonist of the Mahrattas. He often used 
his endeavours to foment dissensions amongst 
the Mahratta princes and in this at times he 
succeeded. T1 e Nizam-ul-mulk was, however, 
too shrewd and cunning to openly act on the 
offensive and it seems that his deep laid strata¬ 
gems were not fully known until Baji Rao came 
upon the scene. In Baji Rao the Nizam had 
to face an antagonist who could not be deceived 
by tricks or beguiled by diplomatic astuteness, 
Till 1727 the Peshwa and the Nizam had not 
come face to face. After this year the two 
leading personages joined in a struggle, in 
which the Nizam was worsted and obliged to 
repeut of his mistake in interfering in the 
family feuds of the Mahrattas. In this struggle 
Ranojl Rao was with the Peshwa. The Nizam, 
after suffering great hard-ships, was forced into, 
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terms and conciliated his great rival Baji Rao 
by a cession of territory and a payment of a 
large sum of money as expenses of the war, 
Ranojee Rao was with his master the Peshwa 
during the important action at Delhi in 
1736, Baji Rao advanced by making forced 
marches to the Mogul capital and encamped 
in the vicinity of the imperial city. The 
object of this sudden appearance at the impe¬ 
rial court was to make an impression on the 
Braperor’s mind as well as to strike terror into 
the hearts of the lords of that luxurious court. 
Some negotiations between the Peshwa and the 
Emperor were going on and Baji Rao had 
removed his camp to the Jbeel Tank, when 
Muzafar Khan, Meer Hussein Khan, Raja Siva 
Singh and others thought of attacking the 
Mahratta camp. The Mogul force was estima¬ 
ted at 8000 men. An engagement followed, in 
which the Mogul army was completely routed, 
Raja Siva Sing being siaiu and Meer Hussain 
K.han being motally wounded. Muibar Rao 
Holkar and Ranoojee Rao Sindhia displayed 
great valour on the battle field. Six hundred 
laen of the Mogul army were killed in tne 
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action. Two thousand horses were captured 
by the Mahrattas together with the Imperial 
elephant. Thus Baji Rao, In his first expend!- 
tion in Hindustan, humbled the prestige of the 
Mogul Emperor and shook the very founda¬ 
tions of Babar’s imperial thrown at Delhi^. 

Ranojee Rao Sindhia was present at the great 
and decisive battle of Tal Bhopal in 1738, 
which brought additional fame and glory to the 
Irresistible spear of Baji Rao, who is believed to 
have displayed an almost uncommon valour at 
Bhopal, Ranoji Rao Sindhia, in company with 
SayajlGujjar and Billaji Jaohav, led the Mahratta 
troops into action, being under cue direct 
command of the I'eshwa. A complete victory 
was won by the Mahrattas v/ho were repeated¬ 
ly refreshed by the gallant Peshwa’s cheering 
calls to storm the fort and take it. It is record¬ 
ed in the most autiientic works that the Peshwa 
Baji Rao exposed himself lo the utmost danger 

(1) The Bakhars yive a very lively description of 
this battle, which s^rved to demonsliate to the 
Mogula that the Mahralti.s weroaliving power,ableto 
engulf ihedecayiiig iiillaouce of the Mogul Emperor. 
For details of this battle near Delhi, see the Bakhars. 
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by riding a famous Arab charger in the front 
of his army. The faithful Rauojee Rao Sindhla 
was always by the side of his master and brave¬ 
ly shared the danger with the great Peshwa. 
The ccurage of the Moguls began to give way. 
The re])eated attacks of the ivlahrattas made 
havoc ill the ranks of the Nizam’s army. From 
no quirter there was any hope of succour 
for the Moguls, The Nizam became utterly 
hopeless and impatient and at last threw himself 
on the mercy of the Peshwa, expressing his 
willingness to conclude any humiliating treaty 
which Baji Rao might dictate. The Nizam’s 
most jressiug request was tin t the Peshwa 
should raise the seige immediately as the 
Mogul army suffered lieavliy from tl\e Muhratta 
assults and was uuabie to cope v.itli the hard¬ 
ship consequent to the blockade. Alter being 
thorougly convinced tliat ti e Nizam was com¬ 
pletely humbled and was really disposed to com¬ 
ply wi.h the Mahratl.'i demands, the Peshwa 
issued orders to the dilfereut commanders to 
raise tire seige.^ 


(L) T he iNizaiu is aUcgeil to lwv(! soiit a paper 
signed and sealed by him lo Caji Ilao, requesting 
the Peahwa to write out ilio leims of peace, which 
the Rij m was loady to agree with, Tne effect of 
this vi< lory was very inipoitant and established the 
prestiga of Baji Rao in upper India. 
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Throughout the military operations at Bhopal, 
Ranojee Rao greatly distinguished himself and 
won the Peshwa’s full favour. Bajl Rao, who 
was ever ready to appreciate courage when¬ 
ever and wherever it was found without any 
distinction of caste, creed m colour, showed 
fresh proofs of his great regard for Ranojee, who 
had always a sincere affection and religious 
veneration for his master the Peshwa Baji Rdo, 
who, himself a soldier, knew the worth of his 
lieutenants very well. 

The Mahrattas obtained many important ad¬ 
vantages from their glorious victory at Tal 
Bhopal. In fact this victory served greatly to 
firmly establish the Mahratta power in Malwa 
and in other parts of upper India. It paved the 
way for the future conquest of Hindustan, 
while its immediate effect in consolidating the 
Mahratta prestige can hardly be overlooked. 
The Nizam quietly signed a most humiliating 
treaty in 1738, by the terms of which the whole 
of Malva togetlier with the districts between the 
Narbada and the Chambal were made over to 
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Baji Rao.^ The expenses of the Mahrattaexpedi* 
tlon were also to be defrayed by disbursements 
from the Nizam’s exchequer. As alluded to 
above, the far-reaching consequences of this 
victory were certainly significant and their im¬ 
portance , viewed from the standpoints of terri¬ 
torial gain and prestige, is worthy of mention, 

There Is one more momentous point to be 
remembered in connection with the Nizam’s 
position at this time. The Emperor of Delhi, 
alarmed at the rise of the Mahratta power under 
the leadership of Baji Rao, had spared no 
pains in inducing Nizam-ul-mulk to leave no 
stone unturned in driving the Mahrattas from 
the ceded provinces. The Emperor, finding 
that the Nizam was the only person in the 
Empire who could be entrusted with such a 
gigantic plan, had flattered his inordinate 
ambition in every way and had conferred the 

(1) How Baji liao utilized the services of Nandalal 
Ifaudloi (Zemindar of Indore) during the Conquest 
of Mahva would be known with interest from a 
perusal of t aj wade’s sixth kUanda 591-631. Baji Kao 
also brought the Rana of Burwah to subjugation 
through this Mandloi. 
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fullest powers upon him for securing success itr 
this undertaking. Tfie reader will therefore be 
able to understand that the whole might of the 
Mogul empire was, tottering as it was, opposed, 
to the Mahrattas. The Nizam took the field with 
bombastic preparations and provisions, aided as 
he was by several of the Rajput princes who 
still clung ^to the declining Mogul sovereignty, 
Baji Rao had, therefore, to face not a vascillat- 
ing and half-hearted opposition but the united 
force of the Mogul allies gathered together by 
the old, experienced and able Nizam-ul-mulk, 
who was now prevailed upon by the Mogul 
Emperor to pose as a champion of the Imperial 
interests for destroying the Mahrattas by a grand 
and united effort. It will be clear from this 
discussion that the victory of Eaji Rao at Tal 

Bhopal in 1739 has a special importance 
about it. 

Ranojee Eao Sindhia was sent by Baji Rao to 
co-operate with Chimnajee Appa, the youner 
brother of the Peshwa, in the memorable seige 
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of Bassin (Wusai)iii 1739 Sindhia had an 
opportunity to take part in this the most vigor¬ 
ous military operation against a European 
power. Eaji Rao had strictly enjoined Chimnajee 
Appa, who was attended by Ranojee Siudhia 
and Mulliar Rao Holkar, to carry on the war 
against the Portuguese with vigour and to secure 
the Konkan districts. The contending powets- 
the Malirattas and the Portuguese-did their 
best in playing their respective parts. Ranojee 
Rao Siudhia took Kuttalwadl and Dhanu fro m 
the Portuguese in January. Soorgan, Kelwa, 
and Tarapur fell into the hands of the 
Mahrattas at no distant date. The Portuguese 
defci ded Tarapur bravely but at last were eve r- 
powered by the Mahrattas. In this way the 
war against the Portuguese was energetically 
carried on by Appa Saheb with the aid o f 
Ranojee Siudhia and other officers in Konkan, 

(1) For details of the Mahratta operations at Bassein 
in 17 J9, see “ life of Chimnaji Appa” by Gopal Govind 
Kharo, whogives a good description of the character of 
the leader of the operation at Bassein. Chimnaji treated 
the wife of the Portuguese ^Commander with great 
respect. 



20 


RANOJEE eao sindhia. 


while Vyankat Rao Ghorpare was acting vigo¬ 
rously round Gowa. 

While Ranojee Rao was thus usefully engaged,' 
an event of great significance had occurred in 
the Mogul capital. Delhi was taken and plun¬ 
dered by Nadir Shah. About eight thousand 
(8000) or more of the unfortunate citizens of 
Delhi were put to the sword. The Emperor 
was dragged into imprisonment and Nadir Shah 
reigned supreme in the imperial city. These 
tidings roused the noblest feelings of the 
patriotic Peshwa, who now gave his own atten¬ 
tion to the defence of Hindustan against such 
a cruel invader. Bajl Rao wrote to Appa to 
come at once to the North with Ranojee 
Sindhia and other experienced commanders. 
Appa Saheb, however, was loth to leave the 
successful operations In Konkan without ob¬ 
taining the full reward of his exertions. He 
set his eye on Bassein In a resolute way. Appa 
made up his mind to take it even at the cost of 
his life. The besiegers and the besieged fought 
with remarkable valour and held their posts 
with uncommon tenacity. Victory, at last,' 
graced the Mahratta arms, and Appa’s Vow 
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was fulfilled^. This famous victory over a 
European Power greatly raised the reputation 
of the Mahrattas and served to elevate Appa 
Saheb in the estimation of his countrymen. 

After the victory of Bassein, Appa Saheb 
ordered Ranojee Rao Sindhia and Mulhar Rao 
Holka; to proceed at once to the North to join 
the Peahwa, who was eucamped near Nasira* 
bad. The patriotic and noble views of Baji 
Rao regarding the defence of Hindustan, as 
set forth In his letters, are admirable and show 
the general tendency of his large mind and 
superior nature. Grant Duff says that the 
Peshwa was not “dismayed when he heard that 
a hundred thousand Persians were advancing 
towards the South. ’’ Mr. Martin adds in his 
“ British India ’’ that “ the departure of the 

(1) Cldmnajee Appa had told his officers that Bassein 
mast be taken at all hazards and that in case that 
attempt seemed difficult of attainment or impossible, his 
head might be blown from the mouth of a large cannon 
BO that il might at last fall within the fort of Bassein, 
We menlion this popular anecdote in order to show how 
unflinching was the resolve of Ohimnaji Appa in taking 
Bassein, S . G. Share’s life of Chimnajee Appa. 
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Persians was hastened by feat of the Mahrattas^ 
then ably ruled by Baji Rao, the second 
Feshwa. ” The gallant Peshwa’s thoughts 
can be best gathered by his fearless attitude as 
shown in the extracts from his letters^ referred 
to in the preceeding pages. Nadirshah had 
written a letter to Baji Rao before leaving 
Delhi. In this letter the ruthless Shah’s 
reference to Baji Rao’s large army was worthy 
of being noted, while his threat about punish¬ 
ing those, who disobeyed the Emperor 
Mahomed Shah, proved as vain as it deserved 
to be. Nadir left Delhi on the 5th of May 1739 
and never returned to India to see Mahomed 
Shah or his successors as the pensioners of 
the Mahrattas. 

The long list of services, rendered faithfully 
and zealously by Ranojee Rao Sindhia to his 
august master Baji Rao who was always ready 

(1) Baji Ebo’s cousin ( his mother’s brother’s son ) 
Baburao Malbar Burway was the Pesbwa’s Vakeel at 
Delhi and his letters are so fall of detailed information 
as to repay perusal and throw abundant light on tl^ 
subject. They point out how Bajee Eaognidedthe course 
of events by bis praiseworthy vigilance and prudence. 
They show that Baji Eao was a watchful statesman. 
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to confer due rewards on his devoted and loyal 
servants, brought forth a noble appreciation 
and lecognition at the hands of the gallant 
Peshwa. Ranojee Rao’s meritorius services 
and his proverbial devotion to his master had 
long ago been observed by Baji Rao. It was 
thereiore fully expected that the Peshwa 
would confer a Jahgir^ on Ranojee Siudhia. 
Like Alexander the great Baji Rao always 
bote a paternal affection for his soldiers and 
officers and was at all times most anxious to 
appreciate merit as soon as it was brought to 
his notice. As, moreover, Baji Rao kept up,' 
like the great Macedonian monarch, no state 

(1) The Jahgir system has formed the subject of 
much (outroversy and it is alleged that this system led 
to the future dismemberment of the Mabratta Baja. 
Hr. Ba jwade, whose admirable exertion's in the cause of 
Hahratta history deserve to be spoken in the highest 
torms, finds fault with the Jahgir system. With all 
respect to this worthy and learned gentlemen, I beg to 
say thst on a comprehensive and dispassionate view of 
the case, it would be found that some cogent argnmentB 
are in Ifavoui of the system, which it would be imposn* 
ble to summarily arraign. It is its mis-use thatdeservee 
to be condemned. 
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when on an expedition and freely and frequent¬ 
ly mixed even with the humblest of his Siledars, 
he found many oppertunities of seeing for 
himself which of his lieutenants were gifted 
with that amount of energy and ability, which, 
when fully developed and brought into play, 
goes undoubtedly to elevate their possessors to 
the summit of glory and greatness. In fact Baji 
Rao was always in touch with the pulse of the 
Mahratta soldiery and it is owing to this note¬ 
worthy circumstance that several states like 
Dhar, Gwalior, Indore, Dewas and others came 
into existance during the sucessful regime of 
this heroic Peshwa, In this way the Soldier 
Ranojee Rao Slndhia, one of the most faithful 
and devoted of the Peshwa’s servants, laid 
the foundation of a mighty state in Hindustan 
under the auspices of Baji Rao. 

While the Mahratta affairs were in this way 
making a satisfactory progress, the Mahratta 
nation had the misfortune to face, in the near 
future, a grave catastrophe, which was as un¬ 
expected as it was severe.||Baji Rao, the joy and 
hope of Maharastra and the patron and Master 
of Slndhia, Holkar and the Pawars, had a 
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serious attack of high fever on the holy banks 
of tbe Narbada. '1 he Peshwa was advised to 
desist from bathing in the Narbada, while he 
was indisposed but the advice fell upon deaf ears^. 
To the last day of his life he continued to bathe 
in the holy water of the Narbada. His iron 
constituticn, at last, succumbed to the attack 
of fever, though his undaunted spirit never 
gave way till the last moment of his life. When 
he found that this was to be his last illness, he 
summoned his faithful adherents, Ranojee 
Sindhia, Mulharjee Holkar aud others, to his 
bed-side and advised them to carry on his 
schemes till their fruition aud to release the 

(1) I'he Peshwa resembled in many ways the great 
Macedonian monarch Alexander. In one respect, how¬ 
ever, ho waa even euperlor to him. Alexander the great 
grew proud and even insolent when at the zenith of hia 
power and waa dialiked by aeveral of bia officers for hia 
palpably over-hearing demeanour. But to the last 
moment of bis life the great Baji Bao waa, tbanka to hia 
epiritusl teacher the saint of Dhawarahi, free from this 
reproach and waa exceedingly beloved by all his officera. 
Pride, display of power, or vanity never approached 
him till the last moment of hia life and even when he 
was at the snmmit of hia greatness. 

22942 
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Hindus from “the Tyranny of the Moguls.’’ 
He also gave valuable advice as to the way in 
which the Mahiatta affairs should be controlled 
and conducted. He exerted his officers not to 
mourn his death, and never to allow this 
circumstance to slacken the onward march of 
the Mahratta Power. In the morning of the 
28th of April 1740 the ever victorious Baji Rao 
peacefully expired at Kakde in the Rawer 
district on the Narbada, his mental faculties 
remaining unimpaired to the last.^ 

It would be difficult to do full justice to 
the life work of this heroic Peshwa in this 
work. The subject is so important that a 
separate work alone would suffice for such a 
purpose. Next to Shivajee, Bajee Rao is the 
only personage in the Mahratta history, whose 
career and views deserve to be most carefully 

(1) There is a “ Chatree” of Baji Rao on the Narbada. 
The Holkar State pays an annual sum of Hs. 120 for its 
upkeep. An interesting account of this “ Chatree ” is 
written by Mr. Karandikar, Vakil and public Prosecutor 
of Maudleshwar in Indore State. The Mahisjah Holkac 
has taken due care that the revered memory of the great 
Peshwa may be properly honoured. 
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Studied. Caste hatred, the bane of the Hindu 
community, has gone a great way in detracting 
much from the hearty meed of applause which 
is justly due from every Hindu to this gallant 
Peshwa, who had a head to contrive and a hand 
to execute gigantic plans; who, in spite of do- 
mestie opposition from jealous and short-sight¬ 
ed men, prevailed upon the Raja Shahu to sanc¬ 
tion the bold schemes which he successfully 
carried through; who timely availed himself of 
the golden opportunity by extending the 
Mahratta power and prestige in India and left 
an undying and glorious impression on the 
Indian history by his undaunted career of 
success; who showed by his work aud his 
influent e;, that “ the Mahratta Empire ” was 
a reality and not a misnomer and that the 
Maliratia spear was capable of the highest 
achievejuents.^ 

(1) Baji Kao had, like Shivajee, a spiritual teacher of 
great reputation in the person of Brabmendta Swami of 
DhawadsLi. This revered Swami swayed the politics of 
Baji Kao just as Shree Kamdss did those of Shivajee. 
Both the Bwaruiea have entitled themselves to the great¬ 
est respect of Maharashtra. There are several original 
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During his short regime, he enlarged the 
boundaries of the Mahratta kingdom to an 
enormous extent and from Delhi to the Tung 
Bhadra his victorious spear was formed and 
respected. The whole of his time was taken 
Up in the furtherance of his mighty schemes 
and in this work he was unaided and alone. 
The other counsellors in the Raja’s court were 
either apathetic or jealous of Baji Rao and 
hence much harm was done to the onward 
march of the Mahratta power. The views of 

betters in Baji Rao’s hand-writing in the posBession of 
the Swami of Dhawadshi and from these letters Baji 
Bao’s patriotic feelings, bis love for his religion and 
country men, his truly Shivajee-like hatred of the 
Mogul tyranny may be known with a great amount of 
certainty and interest. How Baji Rao was troubled by 
his creditors at this time becomes apparent from a 
perusal of the letters. These letters indicate the bent 
of Baji Bao’s supremely energetic policy and his 
unequalled patriotism. 

Baji Rao’s life-work is best summed up in the 
foUwing short but most significent sentence: “ ^sssIhT 
smHT 

lu^ jfV ” Vide Rajwade’s Khand 

n. 7. 
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this Peshwa are discussed sometimes with 
great force by the Peshwa himself in his letters 
to the venerable saint Shree Brahmendra Swami 
of Dhiwadshi, who was to Bajl Kao what Shree 
Ramdas Swami was to Shivajee, In short the 
whole life of this Peshwa was spent in the field 
and i.;i the service of the Mahratta cause which 
he upheld and carried to success in the face of 
open aad subterranean foes.Bajl Rao was a Hindu 
of the Hindus and like Shivajl, an enthusiastic 
deliverer of the Hindus from the Mogul ‘Zulum.* 
Bajl Rao was succeded in the Peshwaship by 
his son BalajeeBajiRaojWho received the clothes 
of investiture from Raja Shahu in the month of 
August 1740, The delay in Ralajee’s recogni¬ 
tion as Peshwa is explained by the attempts 
that were made by the party opposed to the 
Peshwa. Raghujee Bhosale was the leader in 
this aflair. But through Chimuajee Tippa’s 
influence and help, Balajee was at last success¬ 
ful in assuming the office for which he was quite 
fit. This Peshwa was more a statesman than a 
soldier and his regime was greatly successful in 
establislilng the complete supremacy of the 
Peshwa, while his conciliatory and prudent 
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nature obviated the rise of internal feuds for sl 
longtime to comei.Raghuji Bhosale and others, 
who were secret opponents of the Peshwa, were 
won over by Balajee by his tachful conduct and 
were satisfied with his plans and arrangements 
for the furtherance of the Mahratta Power. 

Ranojee Rao continued to serve his master 
as faithfully as he had done before. He served 
the first three Peshwas and had the good luck 
to live to old age honored by suceess and 
favoured by fortune^. In the imperial transac* 

(1) see “Vividha-Dnyan-Vistar” for February 1917, 
in which Mr. Goviud Sakharam Surdesai diecusses 
Baji Rao’e career. It is a happy aigu of the times that 
Mr. Surdesai has spoken so appreciatively of the Peshwa 
Baji Rao 1. I differ from him, ofcourse, with regard to 
certain traits in Baji Bao’s character and 1 think Baji 
Bao’s glorious Victories and his phenomenal success in 
conquering large provinces fully show that Baji Bao 
was a soldier as well as a statesman. As a statesman he 
baffled the Pratinidhi’s views. 

(2) In a letter, dated the 3rd September 1819, 
Captain Stewart, the acting British political Resident at 
Sindhia’s Court, writes as follows:— “Ranojee is stated, 
after be was promoted, to have carried with him care¬ 
fully packed iu a box a pair of the Peshwa’s old slippers 
which be never ceased to regard with almost religions 
veneration as the source of his rise”— 

General Malcolm's Memoirs, 
Central India F, 96 Vol, I. 
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"That Ranojee was Commander of a Paga 
was admitted by onr family tradition, but that 
he was ever reduced to such abject poverty at 
to resort to the occuptiou of slipper—bearer 
was quite false, baseless and absured. To be a 
commander of the body-gnard and a slipper- 
bearer at one and the same time was quite 
incomprehensible to Mahratta intellect." 

Several causes have been assigned to explain 
the very rapid rise of Ranojl Rao Slndhia to 
power. Some say that Ranoji Rao owed his 
greatness to the influence of Malhar Rao 
Holkar, This is certainly difficult to understand 
and seems to have no stamp of truth on its 
face. What the veteran General Sir John Malcolm 
says with regard to the cause of Ranoji 
Rao’s sudden rise to power may deserve some 
belief, because the General was closely con¬ 
nected with the Maratha affairs and was, more*! 
over, like the good Mr. Rlphistone thoroughly 
acquainted with the course of Maratha History-’ 
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He had more-over no reason to misrepresent 
iacts regarding great men and great events oi 
Maharashtra, According to the General then 
the cause of Ranojee Rao’s sudden rise was 
the occurance of a pecuHet incident on the 
occasion of the Peshwa Baji Rao’s visit to the 
Maharaja Shahu Chhatrapati of Satara. ^ 

It is stated that BajI Rao had many important 
political questions to discuss with Shahu 
Chhatrapati with the view of securing his 
sanction to them and was, consequently, 
detained in the palace till a very late hour in the 
night, Ranojee as the Peshwa’s page had to 
wait outside the audience hall with his master’s 
slippers. Overcome with sleep at that late 
hour of the night the proverbially faithful 
Ranojee Rao lay down fast asleep on the ground 
with the Peshwa’s slippers held close to his 
bosom. Coming out of the ball after the dis¬ 
cussion of state affairs with the Chatrapatl, 

(1) Vide General Malcolm’s Memoirs of Central India. 
Vol. 1., P. 116. Ihe anecdotes are given in the Appendix 
in fulL 
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Baji Rao saw Rauojee Siudnia in the same 
condition as is desciibed above. The Feshwa 
was rejoiced beyond measure by such a touch- 
ing sight, and in the excess of his joy was 
heard to exclaim: “If this Ranojee Slndhia takes 
so much care of my slippers, surely much 
more care he will take of my kingdom. “ The 
next day Baji Rao raised Ranojee Rao Sindhia 
to an mportant office in the Hujur Paga and 
from that day Sindhia rose to greatness by 
rapid strides. 

In the Holkar’s Kaifiatthe cause of Ranojee’s 
rise to power is attributed to the intercession 
of Mulhar Rao Holkar. But this account, as 
is already observed, does not appear to be true 
and is at the same time not corroborated by any 
weighty authorltv.^ Moreover we never find 

(1) Vide Mr. Atre’s “Life of Malhar Rao Holkar’', p. 
Mr. Atre haa taken a very discreet view of [the 
natter. It would be enough to say that Malhar 
Bao Hollar had no direct concein with Banoji Bao’a 
lin to power. 
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Ranojee Rao acting at any time in subordinate 
position under Muihar Rao; nay, it is frequently 
mentioned that Muihar Rao and Ranojee Rao 
held positions of equal importance, independent 
of each other, under the Peshwa. The anec¬ 
dote, which is already given on the authority 
of General Sir John Malcolm is more worthy 
of credence and is at the same time more c^iru- 
lated to have induced the far-sighted Peshwa 
to promote Ranojee Rao whose sterling worth 
and uncommon fidelity, combined with great 
bravery, had fully justifid the selection made 
by BajI Rao, almost all of whose trusted 
servants became, it is worth noticing, either 
founders of great states or Important 
personages in the Mahratta empire. The fact 
that the Sindhias used to consider the Holkars 
as their brothers is another strong ground to 
doubt the veracity of the statement fhat Muihar 
Rao had any hand in the rise of Ranojee Rao, 
for in that case the Sindhias would not have 
taken so much liberty with their patron.' 
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It may saiely be said that Malhat Rao Holkar 
aeems to have no serions hand In this matter 
at all. 

The times In which Ranojee Rao lived were 
happy Indeed, ln-as-mtich>asgenulneloyalty and 
falthfnl service ever met with their due reward 
from snch a master as the great Baji Rao who 
wss ever ready to appreciate the unshaken 
devotion of his servants without any re gard to 
creed, caste, or colour.lt was during the ser-dce 
and under the patronage of this Peshwa that 
Ranojee Rao Sindhla, Mulhar Rao Holkar, the 
Powars. and many others rose to greatness and 
became founders of important states in 
Central India. 

Sir John Malcolm and Prince Bulvantrao 
Bbaiya Scindia are diametrically opposed as 
regards the position of Ranojee Rao as slipper 
bearer of the Peshwa. At this date more evidence 
on this point Is not likely to be orth-comlng. 
Prince Bnlvant Rao Scindia’s argument Is 
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|^iu:ed before the public along with the official 
letter from Captain Stewart, British Resident at 
Sindia’s Court. In our opinion this difference of 
opinion is capable of solution by the frame of 
mind of the devoutHindus of the 18th Century, 
There is a world-wide difference between the 
present Hindu and the Hindu of Ranojl Rao’a 
time. The old Hindu always considered his 
master as a father^. 

(1) la this connection I may appropriately relate the 
alory about Kao Sahib Apte, the epirited son of the 
•alabrated Baba Apte. Kao Sahib Apte was a bran 
and trusted officer of Maharajah Jayaji Boo Sindhia, 
•. 0. a. I., o. 0. B., 0. r. k., but he had ^a very uncontrol¬ 
lable temper. He could not get on mth anyone except 
Maharajah Jayaji Kao, who had a warm regard for 
Ran Sahib Apte, a soldier but no Oonrtier. This 
fiao Sabib was not afraid of bebaying indi&erantly to 
Ran Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao and the Resident at 
Qwalior. One day when Maharajah Jayajee Rao called 
Ilia page, none was present except Rao Sahib Apte who 
was on guard near the Royri Bod Gbambar. Rao Sahib 
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That Ranoji Rao slndhla was an exceedingly 
devout and faithful Mahratta Is beyond the 
pale jf doubt. When Bajlrao came out after his 
audience with the Rajah Shahu, it is probable 
that this faithful Ranoji Rao, even though 
employed in the Peshwa’s body-guard, might 
Apte at once understood the Maharajah’s mind and was 
on the point of bringing the Maharaja’s slippers, when 
His Highness peremptorily prerented him from doing 
• 0 . With a laudable pr380nce of mind Rao Sahib Apto 
recited the following Sloka:— 

*nw?n «K?qn[irn ^ i 

'a II 

“ The giver of food ( master ); the deliverer from a 
oalsniity, the father-in-law, the real father, and the 
precxiptoi ( Guru )—these five are called fathers. ” It is 
well-known throughout Gwalior that Rao Sahib Apte 
was not s flatterer and Courtier but a soldier oap-«-pia 
and none would doubt that be said this to please the 
Maharajah, for there was no need to do so. The old 
Hindus carried grateful feelings to the end of their 
livee. Hindus of the times of Ranoji Rao Sindhia ware 
aomewhat different from Hindus of today. 
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liave placed the slippers before his master, wh* 
had undotibted ground to be pleased with the 
feithful Rauoji Rao and who advanced Siudhia 
since that day to higher posts with rapidity. 

Under these circamstances, it is probable 
that the devout and faithful Ranoji Rao Siudhia 
might, even if he be a soldier and not a page, 
have begun to regard his master’s “slippers’; 
with reverence and gratitude and that there is 
no necessity to indulge in a historical hair 
splitting with regard to this point in the 
absence of further evidence. Viewed from any 
stand-point the career of Ranoji Rao Sindhia 
deserves the approbation in every way of 
Maharastra especially and generally of India, 
for it is certainly no mean phenomenon to see an 
ordinary soldier rise to the proud dignity of a 
prominent Sirdar of the mighty Mahratta Em¬ 
pire under the auspices of the great Baji Rao. 

Ranojee Rao Sindhia’s death caused appar¬ 
ently no great commotion. But it deprived 
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Maharashtra at a critical time of an experienced 
commander, trained nnder the great Bajl Rae 
and fully acquainted with the military tactics 
that ensure success in the field of battle. Had 
he lived a few years more, the troubles with 
the Rajputs would have been either nipped In 
the bud or would have been gloriously settled in 
a satisfactory manner. He had three sons 
from Minabai who was lawfully married to him 
vis. Jayappa, Dattaji, and Jyotiba. From his 
informal marriage with Chimabai, he had two 
sons, Mahadji and Tukoji.i 

Ranoji Rao was brave and of an intrepid 
nature. He possessed an exceedingly religious 

(1) Saranjame’s History of the Bindhia family, page 12, 
Baoji Pendse, who was intimately connected with ths 
Peshna’a Daftar and whose knowledge of the Mahratto 
afiuni was dnly appreciated by all his contemporaries, 
mentions that Chimabai was Rajput by caste and 
she was informally married to Ranoji Rao Sindhia, 
Mr. B. B. Bhalerao told me that she was a Mahratts 
woman. 
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bent of mind. He was high-minded and gene*' 
tons and frank and free in bis behavionr. Hia 
intimate friendship with Malbar Rao Holkat 
arose from their being thrown together in the 
field and from a congeniality of their disposition. 
It is certainly/i^diflScult • to believe that Ranojl 
Rao courted Malhar Rao Holkar’s friendship 
through greed or financial pressure, as men* 
tioned by General Malcolm^ in his Memoirs of 
Central India. 

Ranoji Rao attended to the administration of 

(1) Vide Atre’s “ Life of Malhar Rao Holkar ’’ and 
Saranjame’s “ History of the Sindbia Family ” in this 
connection. In the preceding pages I have given some 
reasons for disbelieving the allegation that Ranoji Rao 
owed his rise to Malbar Rao Holkar. Both of them 
were Sirdars of the Pesbwa and quite independent of 
each other and under the ciicumstancea there appeal* 
no vahd reason for a belief that the friendship between 
Ranoji Rao Sindbia and Malhar Rao Holkar had ita 
origin in greed. I believe their friendship to be quite 
disintereBted. 
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liis Saraniami Jagheer tetritory, yielding an 
Income of about sixty lakhs, of which annually 
he had to send some amount to the Peshwa's 
Durbar after defraying the expense of civil and 
military administration. Baji Rao I had ap¬ 
pointed Ramchandra Baba Shenwi,^ who was 
originally a Kulkarni of humble position, as 
Dewar, to Ranoji Rao SIndhia and this selectloii 
reflected great credit on the Peshwa, as there* 
by the civil administration was entrusted to 
proper hands. 

(1) Itamchandra Baba Sbonwi deserves sonae detailed 
notice, as he has cut aa important ^ligure in the transac¬ 
tion of the State affairs. He was exceedingly attached 
to Sadushiva Chimnaji, the uephow of Baji Rao I and 
gave one third of his estate to Radashiva Rao, ordinarily 
known as the “ Bhow ” of Panipat fame. The “ Bhow ” 
greatly appreciated this affectionate gift from Bam> 
chandra Baba, though the “ Bhow ’’ was certainly not in 
want (if it. The “ Baba ” was to the “ Bhow ” what 
Sakha ram Bapu was to Raghoba Dada, the Victor of the 
Ponjab. 
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The Peshwa Balajl Bajl Rao tecognlsed 
Jayappa alias Jayaji Sindhlai the eldest legi* 
timate son of Ranoji Rao Sindhla, as successor 
to the Saranjattia.t 

(I) Little did Ranoji Rao dream that hia valiaut sons 
would have to eacrifice their lives for the Mabratta cause 
and that the great Mahadji Shindhia, the offspring from 
an informal connection with a Rajput lady, would have 
to wreak vengeance on the Moguls and the Rohillas, 
while carrying out the orders of the iUustrious Peshwa 
Madbav Rao I, who had serionsly resolved to retrieve 
the Mahratta power & prestige after the Panipat disaster 
of 1761. Vide “The Mahrattas and the Moguls” in thia 
connection, Page 74-75, See also the “ Life of Mahadji 
Sindhia ” by the Hon’ble Mr. Natu, B. A,, LL. B, 
Mr, H. G. Keene’s views, as obaerbed elsewhere, are 
often times at variance with those of the Mahratta 
writers. " ^ 

flwM Iwr.” 
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APPENDIX. 

{a) In 1724 A. D., Ranojee Rao greatly 
distiagulshed himself in the important battle 
near Burhanpore, in which BajI Rao inflicted a 
severe defeat on Nizam-ul-mulk. A party of 
the Marathas was on the point of being over¬ 
whelmed by the Moguls, when Ranojee Rao 
instantly led a terrible charge against the 
Moguls and dispersed them. 

(3) In the “ Life ” of Bakshi Jiwaba Dada, 
the author makes the following reference to 
Ranojee Rao Sindhia and his rise^ to power."— 

(1) Vide General Sir John Malcolm’s Memoira of 
Central India Vol. I., Page 90 (Calcutta Edition of 1890). 
Halcoltn’s ancdote is more worthy of credence than the 
above-mentioned story. It is, however quite probable 
that the good Ramchandra Baba might have recom¬ 
mended Banoji Bao to the Peshwa. 
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ww4^m^w%fl?>?t«^?m«nTO^Io8 wm- «WRmn»«jt- 

ICT «a5llTfT W 8TI®. ^ TI#3ft sfli^ri^ ^ 

q^sr (H5ft5®i sjuji, ??ir5«JT tswnqpihT <fsn%'?Hw 
Iht a*r®?qt wlw; ?qr#ir Tf^. qn «fi »f>E 5qr§t qr^t- 
qfqwilqrw ?re»?r •»««, “ «t ^rnirai^ f^nw: «ttI- <iw 
■wti^ i^w ^3?r qjq fqa^. ” 

This account is at variance with the anecdote 
mentioned by General Sir John Malcolm and 
Captain Grant Duff, the historian of the 
Marathas. We need not enter into an exhaus¬ 
tive discussion as to how far Ramcbandta 
Baba is concerned in the rise of Ranojee Rao 
Sindhia. It would be enough to point out that 
all accounts are, more or less, unanimous in 
the belief that Ranojee Rao’s uncommon attach¬ 
ment and devotion to his master, the Peshwa 
Baji Rao, led to his rise and that the immediate 
cause that arrested Baji Rao’s attention was the 
shoe incident, a touching sight, which greatly 
influenced the sympathetic heart of Baji Rao.^ 

(1) That Ranoji Bao was, formally or informally, a page 
to Baji Rao was known to Mahadji Sindhia, as the follow¬ 
ing incident would point out. Nana Fadnavees arrang- 
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We have already referred to Baji Rao’s being 
above the jirejudices of caste and colour and 
our readers would be delighted to see that the 
great Peshwa is rightly praised for this noble 
t::ait in his heroic character. On this point,^ the 

ed that a procession should start from Shanwar Wad* 
and that in this procession all Hirdars, Officers, etc. 
ivould walk on foot behind the elephant of the Peshwa 
Bawai Maihav Rao. Nana Fadnavis thought that 
!Mahadji 8ii.dhia would be in a fu, as he could not walk a 
great distance. With a laudable presence of mind, which 
Nana musi have admired, Mahadji Sindhia took up 
the Ptjshwa’s slippers as soon as the Peshwa occupied 
the Ambad on the elephant and followed his master, 
occupying the seat in Rhawasi behind the Peshwa in 
the Ambari. The seat in the Khawaai is, indeed, 
honourable. Mahaclp Sindhia thus won the day. 

(1) See in this connection the short “ Life ” of Ram- 
chandra Baba in “ Saraswat Ratua Mala”. It is remark¬ 
able that during Baji Rao’s regime he never tried to 
advance tho interests of his eisto fellows at the cost of 
others ac.d hence it is that Baji Rao, like Shivaji, is 
consider ad as a national hero. Shivaji and Baji Rao 
were, the deliverers of tho 1 lindu raeo from the tyranny 
of the Moguls and it is but right that they should have 
nothing of the potty sectarian spirit which is found in 
some Bi ccessful men of lower calibre. 
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author of the '* Life ” of Jiwaba Dada Bakshi 
says as follows:— 

“ ^ qtm stw^, 

5«t^t ss«ira5 3w*t gw 

3^: 3T^w ?n^ «T^ gjwwmr 

sr'tiw sn^r. ?t 3«iri% wrg% arw^, ^wcqt^ ^rmr 

?5fP^ ^tw??iTCt q»E^pi TO^qigS 

f3i% M'iw w>fi rtni^sSr 3^?r sn^. 

an?^ r?nqt5iTT?w JTO^ isftinnrmr ^s^sr. ” 

Ranojee Rao's share in the conquered terri* 
lories between the Chambal and the Narmada 
was as described below:— 

" ^ m?i55r«tT arr^ ti^ 

gtswir ^5Jn. 1^ i??35«Kt ^ ^ar Ttg 

^12'aft^ ?1<T1{(I55 ( ^8ir), 

q 'T^irtto iirwTw amrc qra^ tTRs^r 

f^r.” 1 

(1) The civil adminietration was, it will be seen, in 
Eamchandra Baba's hands and in as sound a condition 
as was possible at the time and under the circum¬ 
stances. 
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{c) The following extract is quite to the 
point in this connection; “ The humble em¬ 
ployment of Ranojl Rao was to carry the 
Peshwa’s slippers; but being near the person 
of the chief minister of an empire in any capa¬ 
city, is deemed an honour in India. The 
frequent instances of rapid rise from the lowest 
to the highest rank led men of respectability to 
seek mch stations; and it is probable that ambi¬ 
tion, not indigence, influenced the principal 
officer of a village to become, in the first 
instance, the menial servant of Ballajee Vishwa- 
nath”—Page 95. 

Memoir of Central In iia rf; Malwa Vol /. by Malcolm, 




By the same Author. 

- 

i,y l^nss Opinion about the “'BliMjiuatGila.'’ 

Tlie bdok imdtr review ia really a valuable aid to 
the appreciation of the ijeaiitios of the song celestial. 
The Book has been ably written and deserves a wide 
sale. 

— Vedic MAOAZitJE Maboii 1017 Himalaya. 

“ Mr. Burvvay’s exposilioti on tlio wliole breathes a 
spirit of religious zeal atol ard.nt patriotiBui and will 
no doubt, infuse a spir t of revoront cu(juiry in the luiud 
of Y un^ India whom he Bpici^ily addresses and who 
are appiised of the d.mger of their losing siglit of their 
priceless heritage in their admiration tor modern 
Bcieoce and modern philosophy. ” 

—New India, Madea.s, 

“This is a valuable publication. It awakens deep 
interest in the mind of the reader. The author’s ample 
referee ces to the various modern critical studies of the 
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Gita and his earnest appeal for a harmonisatioa 
of different religions on the basis of its synthetic 
teachings form, no doubt, very instructive features 
of his book. ” 

—Pbahocua Bhaeat Mavava'!’eb Himalayas. 

“ Mr. Burway presents a non-sectarian and harmonis 
iug character of the Gita in a very devout and apprecia¬ 
tive spirit. He thinks that its non-sectarian character 
should be used as a foundation to build up a new and 
undivided Hinduism. The Volume eminently deserves 
to be in the bands of every religions man.” 

— UniTED India & Native States, Madhas. 

“ A critical edition by an Indian scholar is welcome. 
The work is written in an easy style and ths get-up is 
good. ” 

—The Hindu Madbas, 

” The author maintains that the Gita is an exposition 
of the Adwaita philosophy as taught in the HpanishadaB 
and by Shankaracharya. At the same time it is as full 
of practical wisdom as of speculative law. The auther 
strongly criticises the views of Pandit Tatwabhu- 
shana on the teachings of the Gita and the histori- 
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city of Sbii Krishna, and exhorts his readers not to be 
influenced by shallow criticisms of foreign critics and 
their Indian followers. The anther rightly deplores 
caste dissensions and points out that they are inconsis* 
tent witl> the lofty principals of the Gita. The Intro¬ 
duction will repay perusal by all interested in Hindu 
religion and philosophy. The text is in bold Deonagari 
Type and the translation is simple and readable,” 

—Indian Review, Madras. 

In an appreciative and long review of the “ Glimp¬ 
ses of the Bagwat Gita and the Vedant philosophy”, by 
Mr: M. "W. Burway, the Sarsswati an ably conducted 
Magaziue of Mlahabad says as follows;— 

iJUaRINd t % 

srqvr yw'h'A rqqi I q? 

1. ^r^qi'^TT qq; ?rnrT I ^ 

qqiffl affqpp I qsrrf^ qi q? qff 

qifrfi % ifrn% f. q?iq Rfiqnrar q'qq 

quiq *Ti5'5B ?ini Hiu qi? ^ ?t. qr? ^ ^qr? ?ih- 

#T t[ =qi »Ti%i ti qrqqi qf^ qra qiir | qr g% irij?- 
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tr»n. 3Tm;r ^ *T%?:*n i, gfefr 

^ 3fT^ M^ui 5, ^ yw'b+i ^rwi'tii ?r*T2f, 

^rtr^r, anf^ sfMt (%i?wtr 

I, aj^ 3 t^ ?f^sfra 3 ^iTO tr; I. ’■■ 

—Saeaswati Jandarv 1917 Allahabad. 

The leading Marathee Magazine Vividfaa Dnyan 
Viatar says:— 

'' k. sft 3^ <?)r: kKm ani, srinj 

^r atfuraTTOir ? g^cRE ai^«l EfFt^^FT 3T|^. ” 

In addition to these opinions from the leading papers 
and Magazines the “ Bhagwat Gita ’' by Mr. M. W, 
Burway enjoys tlio good opinions of eminant scholars 
like Mr. B. G. Tillak, the Honourable Dr. Tej Bahadur 
Kaprii ii. A,, i.L D. Member Viceregal Council and many 
othtrrs. The venerable and learned Pandit Kanhere 
Shastree made a very favourable reference to Burway’s 
“ Bhagwat Gita ” on the 28th April 1917 before a very 
large audience in the Shree Datta Temple Indore City, 
thereby refuting the groundless remarks of Mr. V. G 
Apte regarding the interpretation of the fICth eloke of 
the 18tb Chapter of the Bhagawat Gita. 
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“ An intereBting study of the Divine song with Sans¬ 
krit text giving evidence of great scholarship and 
research.” 

East & Wefn- ” 'vIay 1917, Smu. 

Mr. M, W. Burway, the Small Clause Court Judge 
at Indore is, to say the least, an inaati.iblc reader and a 
voluminous writer. No subjersfc, but it is at Mr, Burway’a 
hngera ends. But Philosophy ia his pet subject, fclia 
very estenuive Introduction to his Giva brushes aside all 
irreverent (hinkera and Philosophera and places before 
our mtntal eye in full lustre the raelodioua song. Mr. 
Viurwuy is a thinker who would shut up disagreement 
;in the regit n of thought. Mr. But way is a loyal patriot 
who would wield all the dilfereut uati,)uiditi(\s in India 
inu. an org: nised whole, aciittering qiiarrela, smail and 
great, to the winds and rallying all under the banner of 
the Krishna Gita. His view Is very nice. It is smooth 
delightful reading to all that have faitli and feeling^ 
I'he book delighted us in a way. 

Mr. Burway’s is a labour of love. It has given peace of 
mind to him It has given peace of mind to us. May the 
same blessing be showered upon all. ’’ 

- Indu Prakash, Bombay April 25th 1917, 
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“ Mr. Burway is a reverent student of the philosophy 
of Bhagawat Oita and has brought to bear on its exposi¬ 
tion a scholarship of no mean order. Hia book is lucid 
and instructive. We trust there would soon be a second 
edition of this very useful work.” 

—HiKDtrsTiN Review, Jdne 1917, Allaeubad. 



“ The /Vlahrattas and the Moghals* ” 


The opinions of the Press. 


In a leading Article the “ Bengalee ” aaya:— 

“. ,Mr. Burway deala with those causes which led 

to the great struggle and unravels the hidden impulses 
of the movement which culminated in the establishment 
of the Mahratta Empire.....” 

.A lively little volume, a very interesting read¬ 
ing to the general reader and especially to every true 

Mahratta patriot.The Appendix in which he shows 

that the battle of Panipat was by no means a fatal blow 
to the Mahratta supremacy has originality about it and 
much historical interest.*’ 

—InDU PlUKASn, BoifSAT. 

“ This httle historical work is the embodiment of labo¬ 
rious and critical research on the part of the learned 
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author.We commend the book to the notice of 

our educated countrymen.” 

—Tub Amiut Bazar I’atrika, Calcu i ta. 

“.The book will bo very useful to every student 

of Indian History and to those who would like to trace 
the cauBCB which load to the decline and full of seme of 
of the most glonous and splendid cni];iir(!B in the 
world.” 

--The lIiNWi, Madras 

*■.An excellent short study of a great subject. 

The book displays couaiotrablo indumry and an apprecia¬ 
ble research and is a valuable eont ibution to the 

literature of the subject. 

—The Hindustan Hisviuw, Aluauabad. 

“ .This small book sbows industry mid research 

and what is more a just idea of proportion ivith regard 
to the treatment! of the various phases of Mahratta 
Rule.” 

— Indian Review—Madras. 

". We have no hesitation in commending the 

little work as it is both original and instructive.” 

- United India And Native States, Madras. 













“.A brief but lumiuouB historical production... 

...As Jw popular record of the great struggle between 
the Mcghals and the Mabrattas, this little boot is bound 
to win permanent recognition in historial literature. The 
author s happy marshalling (A delaile for the popular 
uiiud and his apt ready i)uot:.(.£onH from authorities 
coastitiite admirable features of this interpsting 
produi.'tion. 

Peaucddha Huaka'i, vIavawati, ( Himalayas ) 

.One of the best written, though tihort, histories 

of the struggle is one by Mr M W. Rurway, n a , 

Judge of tlio Small (.'‘auscs Court, huioto,.ll, is an 

enlarged edition of a work on iMaliratta Hisrory jiublished 
by the author some twelve years ago. A feature of the 
book is the wide range of auljioritif n the author has 
consuhed in its preparation. ” 

- --Thb Bombay CnaoNioLE. 

“.%. jr. ?TT. 

qLn:T bifmw 

3115® 3n AH . 
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^tNt ^ ms«i 

’IR tit®, tl MT'»*H 

® TT. u. ^ t 3nt?i, 

3mFt( ifR 5?5r ?T. ^T. ^ 


ail^R^ ^?|5T 31#=^ fcIT ^ 


5^rf^.” 

—VIVlUtr.\-DNYMf-VISTAB, BOM BAT. 
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" Life of Rao Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao, K. C. S. I. 

Opinions of the Press, 

“.Mr. M. W. Burway has made a valuable coutri- 

butioa to Indian Historical literature by compiling a 
life o! Rao Raja Dinkar Rao, E, C. S. I., that grea 
Prime Minister of Gwalior who saved the British Empire 
from oeing split on the rock of the Rebellion of 1857..." 

—Inihi Puakabh, BouBAy. 

“.A highly interesting and instructive Life. 

The biography is full and there is ample evidence in 
the work before ua to show that the author has gone to 
the original sources for the materials of hia work. It 
is One of best Indian biographies we have come 
across.’’ 

—United India & Native SiATiis, SlADiAa. 

“ VVe commend this book for perusal to all lovers of 
Indian History and Officers in Indian States." 


Jahaji Pbatap Gwalios. 
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''.A short but well written biography.It 

is evident 1‘rom a perusal of the book under review that 
the task of putting before the public a popular story of 
this great Life could not have been und(;rtaken by abler 
hands.” 

- Peauujddua Bijauat, MAVAWA'j'i ( Himalavas ) 

“.....\Va hope that the devoted adudrer of the great 

Indian statesman will lose no time in bringing out a 

fresh and revised edition of this iuteresUug work.” 

East & W irsr, Bombav. 

Thi coiupLiiiif is justly niado tha! therii are lew 
good biographies of tboso eoiiuent Indians who 
have moulded the ..lestinies ol their Motherland 
during the p riod covered by British rule. One 
who tberelore snccesst'nlly reirivTves this reproach 
does a real service alike to Indo-Aglian literature 
as to the rising generation of educated Indians. 
In this group of patriotic Indians we should 
place Mr. M. W. Burway whoso interesting work 
on Maratha History we appreciatively noticed 
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eome tiiae back. His Life of Raja Sir Dinkar Rao— 
the distinguished Mahratta Statesman, famous aa 
the Prime Minister of Gwalior~is an excellent 
biograpiy of a great and noble Indian—well-written 
and suggestive —and is not only interesting but 
instructive. ” 

—UlNDCSI'AK ReVIKW, AixAUABAD, 
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